r. 


A 
VOL 
DUS 


ABBA Voulez-Vous 


VoulezVous was first released in Sweden as Polar 
POLS 292 on Apri 23, 1979. Recording sessions 
beganin larch 1979, 
The album was recorded at Metronome, Glen, Marcus 
and Polar Music studios in Stockholm, Sweden, and 


8 and continued unt 


Criteria Studios in Miami, Florida, USA. 


In search of a dance pulse 


Le notes by Ca tas Pan 


It vas a long journey before Vouezbus, ABBAS sith aum, 
was completed and ready for release. Between the fest record 
ing session in March 1978 and the last, jest over a year ter, 
(le a lew dramatic changes had Wer place within the group. 
ne should attempt to fad a man tread on the an, 
yt" would perhaps ho an appropriate keyword, Several 
‘racks on Vodezious were most sulle for dancing, or had a 
‘Hay uy fel to them « after at vas the era when dsco 
music reigned supreme. ABBA delivered thir very oen interpre- 
tat of the dancey atmosphere that coloured much of the 
words popular music at the me. 

Another key phrase for the album righ have been ee 
leased tracks, for no other ABBA project would eave qute so 
many discarded recordngs ints wake. The very frst session set 
the tone: an instrumental rockor adored with the curious work 
ing tie Dr. Gen von Hamlet never reached the recordbuying 
pubic (16 years ltr a minute or so o Pe recording vas aa 
“ed n the ABBA Undeeted madey of outtakes on the box set 


Thank You For The Music). The group was lucir wth their not 
anet Lovers (Live A Lite Longer one of those funky tracks 
‘hat left as mark on the album, featured a seduce lead vocal 
by Frida, and was promptly included in the track listing, But ater 
that, although ABBA were working hard on the album for the est 
A We yer, t seemed every second meta wack was 
scrapped. 


e tho Autumn, 2 sngie was released from the current album 
“sessions: the Bee Geesinspired Sumer Night Ciy. The song, 
nich was a Top 10 success in many counts, vas sated or 
the Vodezious track et. but mas eventuay not included. 
Summer Night Cfy appears as a boss track on tis CD. 

The recording was azo among the frst to be completed in 
ABBAS own Polar Music studios, which had opened in central 
¡Stockholm in May. One of the most modem such kene in the 
vay at the tme, is was where the remainder ofthe group's 
dbuns would be made. 
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KEE 
Ten be got mated ahar in years engagement, The Octo- 
ber wedding was a lowkey alla at ei bes church which not 
even Ver cosest friends had been formed about reg 
Bom and Agneta. 

In December 1978, ABBA came up withthe second single 
from the Voces ious sessions, iy was cated ia The Arms 
OP Rosalt, bu after a rerecordig and complete new set ol 
mes, the song instead gained the name Chiquito. 

1979 had been proclaimed as The Year Of The Chk by the 
Wee Nations, and ABBA had been asked to perform one of 


mhe separate ways, a decision that had matured during the 
brevius year Despite the divorce, they both fet that they want- 
ed o cay on working within te context of ABBA — and that's 
exact what hey dd Bam and Benny inmate concern was 
ocome up with more songs for the curent album project. They 
were eren that Sans rai played far 10 Mte rock 
and pop pa cou inspre them to musical creations of Per 
mm To remedy ris station, hey decided to go away tothe 
Bahamas for a fortnight. The tno songwriters hoped thatthe 
‘ound the cock muse that was avaiable on a multtude of rado. 
“Stations tha part of the world woud give them the hick hey 


“Dramatic changes had taken place within the group” 


thei songs at he televised gala A Gift OF Song in the Assembly 
Hal of re United Notons in New York They wouid aiso donate 
the royals ot Dis song to UNICEF. The hopeful toe of Chu 
tha made perfect fr this purpose. On Jara 9, 1979, ABBA 
performed the songs as part of an astar Soeup at he gla. 
‘Among the other arts appearing were The Bee Gees, Andy 
Gb, Osvia Neto John, Earth Wind & Fre, Domna Summer and 
Jobe Denver. 


Loss than a week afier Ing celebratory event, Biden and. 
‘gotta had a sad announcement o make. They had decided to 
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needed. R worked: hal of tho racks that ended up on the abun. 
were in fact recorded daring the last wo months of sessions, in 
February and March 1979. Moreover, those tracks included 
Mee of the singe Asides that wore released rom the abam: 
Wuert, Does Your Mother Know and! Have A Dream. 
The backing track fr Voulez Vous he sang) was recorded 
at Criteria Studios, Mami, where The Bee Gees made most of 
ther Gscoera records. R was the proxima to the stodos tom 
‘he Bahamas that gave Ben and Benny the idea K try tis vere 
ture. The musicians they used were members of the disco group. 
Fony, ntc recent enjoyed a US Top Ten N with Get Of. The 


SBA V " 


rest ol the recording was hen completed back in Stockholm. 

ems track as lead vocals on the album was Does Your 
Mother Know, originaly ted I Can Do i Björn certainly codd, 
aed is, Ihe last ABBA aingle ever o be released with bis lead 
Vocals, was a sizeable ht in many counties, The strong cance 
beat of the song probably helped make it popular in the disco 
dominated Spring of 1979. 


Shortly after release cf the sing, the Voulz Vos stum was 
reicased, storing to nurber onein more than 10 counties and 
reaching the Top 5 most everyutere else. The am had been 
along tme coming, but recordtayars seemed to feei Bat k was 
Worth the wait. One other track recorded dering the fest prob- 
rak year of sessions has been included as a onus selection 
(0 Bis CD. Loreght ended up being released as the Beside of 
the Cogita singe in January 1979, has since become some- 
thing of a cuit favourite among the groups diehard tans: many 
consider it one of the best ABBA tracks not to be poet on 
their original en 

Incidentally another of those shelved tracks was a song ent- 
"ed Drearn World. Björn and Benny often lel bits ol songs travel 
Meough several compostions betore hey finaly found the right 
‘lace for thom, Once they had decided to scrap Draam Word 
the song's bridge found às natural bome in Does Your Mother 
Know the “Take it easy. par, which was writen a few monts 


ater Dream Work sell remained unreleased unti 1994, when 
R was induded on the Thank You For The Music CD box set, 

Story after te release of VoulerVous, ABBA started 
der lor far Autumn 1979 tour of North America and 
Europe. H was to be e first time they toured the Uted Sales 
and Canada. The group lek that thay shoud have a brand now 
single released around the me of the tour, and in the Summer 
Biden and Benny started sew songuriing sessions. Backing 
vis for two mw tes were attempted before they finaly 
came up with the right song, which tumed out to be Gmmet 
Gime! Gimme! (A Man Alter Midigh, Released in October, is 
e single became one of ABBA biggest hts of 1979. The 
‘song has been included as a bonus track on this CD. 


Allin all, thad been a successi year forthe group: ahit abum, 
severa highrcharting singles, and selou houses eseryshere on 
na European part ot hok tour, The si nights in a row at Lom 
dors Wembley Arena was undenabe prof d ABBA'S continued 
strong popularity. 

As a commemorat release after the tour, the Voulez Vous 
track | Have A Dream was issued as a singe at the end ol the 
ven, Complete with a children's cho, the song reached the Top 
Sin several countries. But after that, he frst year of the 19805 
was waiting around the corner: there were new songs to be writ- 
Men, and a new am to be recorded. e 
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